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The Baltic Journal of Law & Politics invites high-quality scholarly contributions for a special issue on Constitutional Resilience in Central and Eastern Europe.

Over the past decade, constitutional democracies across Europe and beyond have been confronted with overlapping challenges, including democratic backsliding, prolonged states of emergency, security threats, armed conflicts and public health crises. Unlike abrupt authoritarian ruptures, many of these developments take the form of gradual constitutional erosion, unfolding through formally legal means and often justified in the language of democracy itself. In response, the concept of constitutional resilience has gained prominence as a way of describing the capacity of constitutional systems to withstand, absorb and respond to such pressures without abandoning their democratic and rule-of-law foundations.

While constitutional resilience is increasingly invoked in legal and political discourse, its meaning, normative foundations and practical implications remain contested. In particular, the relationship between constitutional resilience and states of exception, defensive (militant) democracy and processes of democratic erosion raise pressing and unresolved questions. Measures adopted to protect constitutional democracy may themselves contribute to democratic hollowing, the normalization of exceptional governance or the erosion of liberal constitutionalism from within.

These tensions are especially visible in Central and Eastern Europe (CEE), where constitutional systems continue to grapple with the legacies of authoritarianism, fragile constitutional cultures, contested understandings of constitutional identity and uneven commitments to liberal democracy. The Baltic and other countries in the region are particularly affected by neighbouring states that seek to influence their democratic systems.

This special issue seeks to advance a comparative and critical examination of constitutional resilience, with particular attention to CEE states, democratic emergency powers, constitutional self-defence and the role of supranational legal orders. It invites contributions that explore not only how constitutional systems attempt to defend themselves, but also what exactly is being defended, by which means, and at what democratic cost.

Constitutional resilience may be pursued through judicial review, entrenched rights, separation of powers, constitutional culture, civil society mobilisation and networks of independent institutions, as well as through supranational constraints such as European Union law. At the same time, resilience strategies may rely on restrictive measures, including emergency powers, limitations on political participation or doctrines of militant democracy. This special issue aims to interrogate the boundary between legitimate constitutional self-defence and democratic erosion, and to assess whether resilience strategies ultimately reinforce or undermine liberal constitutional democracy.

The special issue particularly encourages contributions addressing constitutional resilience in Central and Eastern Europe, especially, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuanian and Poland, while remaining open to broader comparative perspectives, including transatlantic and global analyses.

Topics of Interest

We invite submissions engaging with, but not limited to, the following questions:

· How should constitutional resilience be conceptualised and how does it intersect with democracy and the rule of law?
· National models of constitutional resilience: how do different constitutional systems justify and structure constitutional self-defence?
· The principle of defensive (militant) democracy as a legal and normative framework: safeguards of liberal constitutionalism or risks of democratic self-undermining?
· The role of constitutional courts in resisting or facilitating democratic erosion, including questions of institutional capture, deference and constitutional identity.
· How do different constitutional traditions, including continental (civil law) and common law systems, shape divergent understandings of constitutional resilience, particularly in comparisons between European and United States approaches?
· To what extent can EU law contribute to democratic and constitutional resilience in Member States, and where do its limits become apparent?
· How do supranational mechanisms interact with domestic constitutional orders in contexts of democratic backsliding?
· Constitutional resilience in times of war or prolonged emergency, and the long-term constitutional consequences of governing through exception.
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