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Introduction

The first question is we face is: What is dignity? On what basis can we speak about the dignity
of something or someone? The first working hypothesis is that dignity is an aggregate of certain
valuable qualities and values. To accept dignity, then, means to accept values or qualities that
we believe to be valuable, or worthy of esteem and respect. The second working hypothesis is
that dignity is a result of these values and qualities, as reflected in one’s conduct and behaviour;
i.e. in the kind of behaviour that confirms the values and qualities that we attribute to dignity.
What then are these values and qualities that create dignity? Collste states that the basic
attributes of dignity are equality and respect (Collste, 2002, pp. 202—-203).

Let us examine to what extent these attributes are among the qualities and values that create
dignity. I believe that values and qualities that create dignity are primary and not secondary,
just as | believe that dignity is a primary and not a secondary value. When he lifted up equality
and respect as the attributes of dignity, Collste certainly meant equality of all human beings and
respect for all human beings. But, in my opinion, we can accept the idea of the equality of all
human beings only if we believe that there is something on the basis of which we can perceive
them as equal. At this point a question arises: What is the reason (value or quality) on the basis
of which we consider all human beings to be equal? The equality of all human beings is only a
consequence of our acceptance of human dignity, or, if you like, dignity in general, but it cannot
be a primary value that creates (human) dignity. In the work Human being and morality in
ethics of social consequences I wrote that “we have to accept that all members of humankind
are morally equal because of the commonality of their being” (Gluchman, 2003, p. 137).
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