CALL FOR PAPERS FOR A THEMATIC ISSUE

[bookmark: _Hlk225248834]MOBILITIES IN MOUNTAIN AREAS: BETWEEN LEAVING AND RETURNING, SHORT-TERM AND LONG-STAY PERSPECTIVES, REJECTION AND ATTRACTION 
Guest editors: Marika Gruber, Dario Musolino, Thomas Dax, Manfred Perlik 

Call for Papers
This thematic issue aims at changing spatial mobility patterns of European mountain regions, as manifested through processes of in- and out-migration. Particular attention is given to the persistence, transformation, and diversification of migration patterns, their drivers and impacts, and to the policies that can be deployed to manage population movements, reduce out-migration, foster population retention and repopulation, stimulate social innovation, and strengthen mountain resilience. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This issue invites contributions that explore:
· Current trends and long-term trajectories in population movements and shifts of migration in mountain regions.
· Drivers and socio-demographic, economic, and territorial consequences of out-migration from mountain areas.
· Characteristics, determinants, motivations, and impacts of internal and international immigration into mountain regions.
· The simultaneous and interconnected dynamics of in-migration, out-migration, and population retention.
· The social dimensions of migration, including questions of newcomers’ belonging and expectations, social distance, and changing place-based identities. 
· How migration decisions are shaped by life-course events (education, family formation, ageing), changing aspirations, and evolving opportunity structures in mountain contexts.
· Longer-term territorial, social, and institutional effects of crisis-driven migration to areas.
· A comprehensive understanding of the simultaneous appearance of in- and out-migration
· Policy frameworks, governance arrangements, to counter depopulation 
We welcome interdisciplinary and innovative approaches focusing on several topics, including but not limited to: 
· Accessibility and quality of infrastructure and services on spatial mobility, commuting patterns, and residential choices.
· Digital connectivity, remote work, changes in spatial behavior, and impact on migration decisions.
· Circular migration and seasonal mobility in mountain areas
· Social innovation and immigrant integration as tools for territorial revitalization.
· Big data and spatial analytics for predicting migration trends.
· Climate change adaptation and its influence on mobility patterns.
· Sectoral diversification as a strategy to increase employment opportunities.
Methodological Approaches:
This issue offers a platform to advance scientific understanding and inform policy on one of Europe’s most critical territorial challenges. The special issue is open to contributions from a variety of disciplines and methodological approaches. Contributions from diverse fields, such as social, cultural, and economic geography; regional economy; rural sociology; political science; demography; and environmental science, as well as mountain research with inter- and transdisciplinary approaches, are highly encouraged. We welcome quantitative, qualitative, and mixed-method designs, including:
· Large-scale surveys
· Case studies building on in-depth interviews or focus groups, and comparative cross-national analyses
· Longitudinal studies on demographic trends
· Participatory research and community-based approaches
· Policy evaluation and impact assessment frameworks
· The papers must have a mountain topic, i.e a vertical component, whereby the altitude is of minor importance. 
Schedule: 
Abstracts: May 2026
Papers: October, 2026
Evaluation and revision: February 2027
Publication: June 2027 (as number 2 of the 19th volume)

Abstracts of up to 300 words should briefly describe the research objectives, key questions, methodology, and primary or expected findings. Please include the authors’ names, institutional affiliations, and contact details.

Instructions for authors: https://reference-global.com/journal/EUCO?tab=submission-guidelines#journal-tabs

Manuscripts must be oriented towards the (mountainous) countryside, not towards technological or economic problems of montane agriculture, tourism, etc. Manuscripts will go through a standard double-blind review process.

Fee: EUR 170 

The e-mail contact for communication: eurocountry@seznam.cz

Feel free to disseminate this information among your colleagues.

